
6 SA Electrical Contractor March-April 2022   |   www.ecasa.co.za

Cables and Cable Accessories

Standards, regulation and control

“Commercial interests, if left unchecked, can 
work counter to the upholding of safety standards 
and thereby impact directly on public safety and 
therefore, in this non-ideal world, measures are 
put in place to keep the industry on the straight 
and narrow.”

Upholding safety standards

Product marks

AECMSA warns of
non-compliant electrical 
cable products
in the South African market
By the Technical Sub-Committee of the Association of Electric Cable Manufacturers (SA)
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Cables and Cable Accessories

An example of cable with copper clad aluminium conductors. 
CCA conductors are not allowed to be used in power cables in 
South Africa and can lead to protective devices in these wiring 

systems not functioning and cables and connections overheating, 

Wiring cables with copper clad aluminium (CCA) 
conductors

An example of cable with copper clad steel conductor. CCS 
conductors are not allowed to be used in power cables in South 

Africa and can lead to protective devices in these wiring
systems not functioning and cables and connections overheating,

Wiring cables with copper clad steel (CCS) conductors:

The stranded or solid conductors of these cables are manufactured 

The Association of Electrical Cable 
Manufacturers (SA) is extremely alarmed 
at the escalation in the amount of non-
compliant wire on the market and urges 
electrical contractors especially to be 
mindful of their responsibilities (as the 
‘responsible person’) to only install cable 
in accordance with SANS 10142-1 and VC 
standards VC 8077 and VC 8075.
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material that, in this case, would be steel that would be attracted by 

Flat twin and earth cable with CCS conductors 
and insulation adhering to the outer sheath.

Flat twin and earth cable labelled as speaker wire.

Flat twin and earth cable without a 
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Flexible cords with copper clad aluminium (CCA) 
conductors – ‘Cabtyre’ and ‘Ripcord’

MV XLPE cables

Other non-compliant cables
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An example of copper clad aluminium conductors.
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“Bare CCS conductors are sometimes used in 
earthing applications where there is a risk of 
theft, but should never be used in power cables 
or wiring applications, which require compliance 
with SANS 10142-1 Wiring Code.” 
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